
 

 

 

CAMBRIDGE HISTORICAL COMMISSION  
831 Massachusetts Avenue, 2nd Fl., Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139 

Telephone: 617 349 4683   Fax: 617 349 3116   TTY: 617 349 6112 

E-mail: histcomm@cambridgema.gov   URL: http://www.cambridgema.gov/Historic 

 

William B. King, Chair, Bruce A. Irving, Vice Chair, Charles M. Sullivan, Executive Director  

M. Wyllis Bibbins, Robert G. Crocker, Frank Shirley, Jo M. Solet, Members 

Shary Page Berg, Chandra Harrington, Alternates 

March 30, 2017 

To: Cambridge Historical Commission 

From: Charles Sullivan 

Re: D-1439: 127 Coolidge Hill 

An application to demolish the house at 127 Coolidge Hill was received on March 13. The 

applicants, Emily and Devereaux McClatchey, were notified of an initial determination of 

significance and a public hearing was scheduled for April 6. 

Site 

The 2½-story wood-frame dwelling is located on the north side of Coolidge Hill on a 13,854 

square-foot lot in a Residence A-1 zoning district. The roughly rectangular lot (Map 

242A/Parcel 102) is 95ô wide and 150ô deep. This is a single-family residential district which 

permits an FAR of .50 and has a height limit of 35 feet. The assessed value of the land and 

building, according to the online assessor's property database, is $2,122,200; the building 

alone is valued at $792,600. The property last sold in July 2016 for $2,660,000. 

The house is approximately centered on its lot, with an attached two-car garage at the end of 

a driveway along the west property line. There are mature trees on the property lines and an 

open yard. It and the neighboring houses on Coolidge Hill were mostly built as part of the 

same development in 1925-28. 

 
127 Coolidge Hill, main (southwest) elevation   CHC staff photo, March 30, 2017 
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127 Coolidge Hill       Cambridge Assessing Department, 2017 

 

 
 

Current Condition 

 

The Assessing Department rates the current condition of 127 Coolidge Hill as ógood very 

good.ô The exterior has been freshly painted, and the lower margins of the slate roof were 
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replaced with copper in 2016. The siding is original and in good condition, although 

somewhat obscured by overgrown shrubbery. An interior examination revealed some recent 

water damage from a burst frozen pipe, but apart from a somewhat cramped plan and dated 

kitchen and bathrooms the condition appears good.  

 

 
127 Coolidge Hill, south elevation     CHC staff photo, March 30, 2017 

 

The owner proposes to raze the structure and construct a two-story dwelling on a somewhat 

larger footprint. The proposed design is a complex composition of intersecting gables, 

dormers, and siding patterns with a detached garage.  

 

Architectural Description 

The house at 127 Coolidge Hill has an L-

shaped plan with the front door at the 

hinge of the L. The plan revolves around a 

central stair hall topped by a lay light. On 

the ground floor the south-facing wing 

contains the living room and the library; 

the dining room faces east, and the kitchen 

is tucked behind the two-car garage. The 

second floor plan mirrors the first, with 

the main bedrooms on the south and east 

and the two servantôs rooms over the 

kitchen and garage. The complex gabled 

roof incorporates 14 facets; a large 

skylight (not visible from the street) lights 

the central hall. 

 

The exterior of 127 Coolidge Hill displays 

restrained Neo-Classical detailing typical 

of the 1920s. The exterior is covered with 

shingles with a broad exposure. The front door, which is only partly visible from the street, is 


